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EUROPEAN ELECTIONS 4-7 JUNE 2009

Dear TV, radio and web broadcasters,
Between 4 and 7 June 2009, 375 million voters across 27 countries will elect the European Parliament. There is no other election like it: no one else makes parliamentary democracy work at this level. But what does all this mean in practice? Why should people go out on election day and cast their votes? Many Europeans still feel unclear about what difference the European Parliament makes to them.

The truth is that the decisions to be taken by the future members of the European Parliament will have a real impact on key concerns for Europeans. Where can EU money best  be invested? What levels of pesticides are acceptable in the fruit and vegetables that we buy? Should the EU's doors be wide open to highly-qualified immigrants? How can we ensure that our houses never lack heating in an ice-cold winter? What cross-border co-operation is needed to prevent a terrorist attack or serial killings? To what extent should financial markets be regulated and savings protected? For most of these issues, sustainable solutions can only be found at European level. This is why the European election matters. 

Responsibility for political campaigning is in the hands of the political parties. However, the European Parliament, as an institution, will do its best to encourage all citizens to vote. This clearly calls for active and extensive involvement of the public service audiovisual media, which are vital to the health of democracy. We take pride in our co-operation with European Broadcasting Union members, and rely on you to invite your editorial teams to put the European elections high on their agendas and play their part in the build-up to this historic moment.    

Our own audiovisual team can offer you content, technical assistance, and tailor-made and exclusive solutions for your coverage of the election campaign and the election night. We attach a general overview of what is planned so far. To stay abreast of developments, I invite you to subscribe to Parliament's Elections newsletter, by sending an e-mail to: AVnewsletterEE09@europarl.europa.eu
Hope to be in touch with you soon!
Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
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EE09 Contact persons: EBU:  Francesca Scott (� HYPERLINK "mailto:scott@eurovision.net" \o "blocked::mailto:scott@eurovision.net" �scott@eurovision.net�)


                                         EP:    A-M Wachtmeister, Head of AV Unit (� HYPERLINK "mailto:anne.wachtmeister@europarl.europa.eu" ��anne.wachtmeister@europarl.europa.eu�) 


                                              Michael Manz, AV Coordinator EE09 (� HYPERLINK "mailto:michael.manz@europarl.europa.eu" ��michael.manz@europarl.europa.eu�)
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