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EUROPEAN ELECTIONS 4-7 JUNE 2009

The EE09 campaign
The European Parliaments information and communication campaign for the European Elections in June 2009 will start end January 2009.  Here are some ideas of what it will contain. 

The institutional campaign will focus on why it makes sense to cast one's ballot.

There will be a slogan and a logo, posters, street installations, some surprise event in some capitals, and TV, Radio and Web spots in all EU official languages, as well as a number of ad hoc productions for radio, TV and the Web, mostly as raw material. 
The European Parliament has launched a dedicated EE09 website in all 23 official EU languages (www.elections2009.eu) where the election press pack will be accessible shortly. There will be special elections programmes on the European Parliament's web TV (www.europarltv.europa.eu). These programmes could be offered free of rights for use on your websites. 
As for the Election night, Sunday 7 June, a co-operation is foreseen with EBU in particular for providing satellite links between Brussels and other European capitals. Some major evening events are planned. Detailed information about the arrangements and the support to be offered to broadcasters will be made available within soon.

All communication activities of the European Parliament regarding the European Elections 2009 will be supported and complemented by European Commission activities.
Audiovisual Technical facilities for Radio, TV and web production and transmission
In time for the 2009 electoral campaign the AV Unit is finalising its new installations in the EP JAN building in Brussels including a new state of the art 225 m2 TV studio, equipped with 6 cameras and the possibility of real or virtual set up as well as audience attendance and interpretation. 
For Radio and Web productions we can offer in Brussels 4 new radio studios, some with multimedia facilities, for lives, recordings and editing, one of which allows interpretation of up to 6 languages. This is in addition to the popular Voxbox radio/multimedia facility (1 300 radio and web operations in 2008), set right in the lively centre of the Parliament's Brussels buildings. In the same area we also offer a multi-camera TV round table facility, for those broadcasters who prefer a natural setting instead of a studio.
To get an overview of the many resources that the AV Unit offers in Brussels and Strasbourg on a regular basis to broadcasters, watch our 4 min video showreel (4').
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The support includes briefings and information, technical assistance, live coverage, b-roll and other footage and many other facilities including one smaller TV studio (max 1+4 set-ups) with interpretation possibility of up to 2 languages, ENG teams for interviews, virtual editing facilities, live positions (in each building) and feed-point linked to the EBU network and to the Brussels International Press Centre, as well as encoding facilities for FTP transmission of topics.
General Content and other support

Besides the technical facilities the AV Unit can help you with live and recorded broadcast of plenary sessions, committee meetings, hearings, events and press conferences on the EU institution's two satellite channels EbS and EbS+ (schedule), with archive footage of EP proceedings and illustration footage since 1976 as well as with fast photo coverage of events happening in the EP, made available on the server of the photo service. We also issue briefings and information in print, b-roll and other productions and many other facilities for radio and Web productions. 
The Hotline Newsdesk is there to provide you with the latest info and can help you to find your way in the EP, locate MEPs with the expertise you are looking for, advising you on their languages and will assist you in the organisation of your coverage in every way.
Special EE09 selected Content available for Radio, TV and the web 

In the context of the electoral campaign the AV Unit is making available during early Spring 2009 a series of 10 Highlights (10' each) containing raw footage related to the most relevant subjects that have characterized this legislature (Economic affairs, Industry and Transport, Telecom and media, Immigration, Internal affairs and Security, Foreign policy, Environment and consumer protection, Energy and Climate change, Social dimension and education, Institutional and regional policy). These productions will be ready at the end of February 2009. During March the AV Unit will release a series of 7 or more Videokits (25/30' each) with raw footage and graphics illustrating subjects that are likely to top the agenda of the election campaign and the next legislature. 
Other productions in view of the campaign include the update of our 'best selling' collection of general exterior or interior shots of the EP, Stockshots (60') and a Parliament "mode d'emploi/manual" (30'), explaining the functioning of the Parliament and including graphic animations.

For Radio and Web journalists the AV unit is producing a series of interviews with Members of the European Parliament who have been playing a key role in the 10 priority areas listed above, mostly Rapporteurs and/or Chairmen of the relevant EP committees. Interviews (4-5') will be available in audio (mp3) and web video (wmv). These productions will be ready in February 2009.

All the Audiovisual productions will be linked to written materials about the impact of the EP legislative work during the last five years (2004-2009) and the main challenges ahead, available also at www.elections2009.eu
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